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Home Learning Changes 

 

Dear Parents/Carers, 
 

This year, we will be making some changes to our home learning procedures following the successful introduction 

of Seesaw during lockdown. 
 

Ethos for Home Learning 

At Fishponds CE Academy, we believe that home learning should aim to consolidate the learning that the children 

have been completing in class, as well as giving them the opportunity to make new discoveries of their own and 

provide a forum for them to share the knowledge they have gained. We aim for home learning to support the children’s 

long-term retention of key knowledge. We aim to provide the children with the opportunity to explore a range of 

subjects through home learning including reading, maths, science and topic based learning. 
 

Changes that are being made 

During this academic year, we will no longer be sending out the topic home learning maps we have historically used. 

We will be replacing these with knowledge organisers, which I will outline more information about below. We will be 

using Seesaw for all home learning. Activities will be set on there by the class teacher and the children will be able 

to respond. Each week spellings/phonics and any additional home learning activities will be uploaded to Seesaw. 

The children should also continue to learn key number facts such as number bonds and times tables. Due to the 

current restrictions, this system will mean that less needs to be brought in and out of school. If you do not have 

access to any device in order to use Seesaw, we can still send home paper copies. Please inform your child’s class 

teacher via their communication book if this is the case. 
 

Seesaw and how it works 

Seesaw is an online platform that allows teachers to post activities, children to give responses and the teacher to be 

able to see the response. It was used during lockdown by children from Years 1-6. It can be accessed through a web 

browser on any device. There is also a Seesaw app if you are using a tablet or phone. You do not need a laptop to 

access it. It can be accessed on any device with the internet. The teaching staff have used it on ipads, Amazon Fire 

tablets, Samsung tablets, a variety of smart phones, both apple and android based, and on laptops – showing the 

diverse number of devices that it can be accessed through. Each child has their own unique log in which can be 

found in their communication book. Help guides for how to use Seesaw can be found on the home learning page of 

the school website.  
 

http://www.fishpondschurchacademy.bristol.sch.uk/


What are knowledge organisers and how are they used? 

Knowledge organisers will replace the previous home learning grids. Knowledge organisers are 1-2 sheets of A4 size 

containing key information that the children need to learn about their area of study. We will initially be creating these 

for topic in term one and then also for science from term two. The knowledge organisers will be uploaded onto 

seesaw. The children should then look at these and learn the facts from them. The crucial part of the home learning 

is learning the facts. This will support their in class learning and their long term retention of knowledge. The children 

will have the opportunity to share their knowledge on Seesaw and may choose to do additional topic based research 

and present this as well.  

 

 

How might the child respond to their knowledge organiser? 

Examples of responses to knowledge organisers can be found on the home learning page on the school website. 

The children have also had these shown to them in class. Below are some sample topics and the types of response 

the children may create on Seesaw. 

 

Example 1 – Topic of the Great Fire of London 

 A poster sharing information about how the fire started and spread. 

 A timeline of key events in the fire’s spread. 

 A diary entry of Thomas Fariner (the baker who started the fire) explaining the events of the fire. 

 A photograph and audio explanation of a model house they have made following research into what the 

houses were like during the Great Fire of London. 

 

Example 2 – Rivers 

 Insert a picture of a river and label the parts of it. 

 Research rivers around the world. They could be annotated on a world map or your child could create a fact 

file about the river. 

 Create a labelled model of a river and upload the image to Seesaw. 

 

Example 3 – Children in World War Two 

 Write a diary entry from the point of view of an evacuee explaining what had happened to them. 

 Create a documentary video sharing information about life for evacuees and post the video to Seesaw. 

 Research life for children during the war in countries other than the UK. 

 Read some fiction books based during the war and share your recommendations by writing a review on 

Seesaw. 

 

 

Additional Home Learning Websites 

As a school, we have subscriptions to additional online platforms to support home learning. These are Mathletics, 

TTRockstars, Numbots and Bug Club. The log in details for these can be found in your child’s communication book. 

Links to other useful websites can be found on our school website. 

 

Where can I find further support? 

Information about the changes we have made to home learning and help guides for using Seesaw can be found on 

our school website under the home learning tab. If the website doesn’t answer any queries you have, please 

contact the school and I will be happy to help. 

 

 

Yours sincerely 

 

 

Miss Goodman 


