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Dear Parent/Carers,

I hope this newsletter finds you all well. The term has started well and school 

life is busy and full of opportunities for your children to get fully involved in 

school life. We are also looking forward to celebrating our diversity through our 

RE day next Thursday. 

Change to Covid measures at Fishponds from Thursday 27th January 

As you may have gathered from the news, Covid restrictions are lifting again. 

From next Thursday 27th masks will no longer be mandatory for staff in 

communal areas. We are also proposing to go back to school dinners in the 

Main Hall from January 31st and we will also begin a phased  return to 

Collective Worship as a whole school. We will continue to monitor the situation 

within our school and if advised will reinstate any measures as necessary. We 

hope that life can return to a little bit of normality.

Celebrating the life of Mr Heath

Thank you so much for the generous donations towards Mr Heath’s memorial. 

We have now raised over £200 for the tree and memorial plaque so far. If you 

would still like to contribute, you can do so via School Gateway App until 

January 31st. Alternatively, you can pass donations to the school office. The 

family have shared that Mr Heath’s funeral will be held on Tuesday 8th

February at 12.30pm at All Saints church. Our thoughts are with the family at 

this time. 

Drumming club

Y3/4 drumming club is starting after school on Tuesday from 3.15pm –

4.15pm. Children who have returned reply slips will hear if they have a place 

on Friday 21st . 

Gymnastics Club ( Premier Sport)

Gymnastics club has started for Y1/2 children. Please apply for a place for 

your child via their website if your child is interested in attending. The club 

takes place in our Main Hall and runs  3.15pm – 4.30pm.

School Run Clubs

Board Game Club KS1: Monday 3.15pm-4.15pm (Mrs Watt)

Board Game Club KS2: Monday 3.15-4.15pm (Mrs Watson) 

Craft Club KS2: Tuesday 3.15-4.15pm (Miss Fitzgerald)

Cooking Club KS2:        Tuesday 3.15-4.15pm (Mrs Cadell and Mrs Cahill)

Drama Club:                   Wednesday lunchtimes (Miss Davies)

Home-learning Club :     Wednesday lunchtime (Mr Jones) 

Singing Y3/4 : Thursday 3.15pm–4.15pm (Mrs Richards)

Singing Y5/6: Thursday 3.15-4.15pm (Mrs Coker/ Mrs Fox Gaven) 

Nb: Singing club is unable to run on Thursday 27th January due to staff not 

being available. Apologies for this!

Music Lessons and Ukelele

Our Year 4 cohort are starting to learn the ukulele in their class groups. We 

have now received our ukeleles and are awaiting confirmation from the 

peripatetic music teacher of timings. We hope that they will begin their 

sessions from next week but are waiting for confirmation. We are still waiting 

for information about the small group music sessions and will update you once 

we have the information. 

Agents for Change - Sodexo   

Our School Council group  and Mrs Paradise will be taking on a special job 

after half term. They will be working with our catering team to discuss the new 

menu for after the Easter Holidays. The team from Sodexo will be discussing 

what works well with our school meals and what needs to change. They will 

ask our School Council members to gather the ideas of their classes to bring 

along to their meeting in Term 4. (Mrs Paradise will be taking over leadership 

of the School Council in Term 4 when Miss Hawkins leaves us.) We look 

forward to our new improved School Council approved menu after Easter!

Term 2

Value of the Term: Justice

Week 3: How can we show justice in our 

decision making?

Week 4: When and where have you seen 

justice in action?

Week 5: Why is it important to listen to all 

the facts before making a 

judgement?

Week 6: How can we make sure that life is 

fair for everyone? 

Week 7: How should we live our lives if we 

are serious about living justly? 

Rev Lizzie will lead this for us.

Term 4 Value of the Term: Patience

Little Wandle Phonics programme

We have had an exciting start of the year for reading at 

Fishponds. In Reception and Year 1, we are now teaching 

daily phonics using our Little Wandle lesson plans and 

resources which the children are loving! The reading team 

have worked hard to organise resources and reading books 

ready to give children on the 31st January. A big thank you to 

the 60 families who attended our reading meeting on the 17th 

of January to learn about our new reading books and way of 

teaching reading. There is a second opportunity to attend this 

meeting on 9th February at 4pm on zoom. See you there! 

Miss Burgess (Phonics Leader)



Dates for your diaries
Thursday 27th January Whole School RE day

Tuesday 1st February Y4 Museum Trip

Wednesday 2nd February Y3 Museum Trip

Monday 7th February Year 2 SATS meeting for Parent /Carers

Tuesday 8th February Year 6 SATS meeting for Parent /carers

Wednesday 9th February Year 1 reading meeting 

Friday 18th February Last Day of Term 3

Monday 21st – Friday 25th

February

Half Term Holiday  - School Closed.

Monday 28th February Term 4 starts back

Best wishes from Debbie Coker (Principal)

Attendance

By being in school every day, your child is able to access the full

curriculum as well as getting the opportunity to socialise with their

friends. Over the last two years, school attendance has looked

different due to Covid. Many children who would not normally be

absent from school have needed to spend several days at home

isolating, even when symptomatic. We encourage all children to

attend school every day that they are able to. When your child is

unable to attend, you should call or text the office to explain the

reason for absence.

In normal circumstance, we would expect children to have 96%

attendance. We look at each child’s attendance on a fortnightly basis.

If your child’s attendance dips below 90%, we will look over the

reasons for absence and decide what we can do to support your child

in attending school. You may receive a letter or be invited to a

meeting with a member of the school team to problem solve barriers

to attendance. If your child’s attendance has dipped below 90% and

Covid has been the soul reason for this, no further action will be

taken.

We look each term at children whose attendance has improved and

celebrate significant improvements.

Each week in assembly, the children compete to be the class in the

school with the best attendance. Firefish class in Year 4 have had the

most victories this year so far!

Miss Goodman is the attendance lead for the school and is supported

by Miss Harrison and Mrs Southard in the office. Miss Cahill uses her

skillset as Family Link Worker to support with attendance meetings

and problem solving.

Thank you for your continued support with school attendance.

Fishponds Attendance Team

Knowledge Organisers

As you may have read in my curriculum update letter sent out at the

start of term, we use knowledge organisers to support the children

in retaining key knowledge that they are being taught. These are 1-2

sides of A4 paper containing key information about the children’s

learning in topic and science each term. These will be emailed

home each term, sent home in paper form with the children and

uploaded onto our website. The children should aim to learn all of

the facts within their knowledge organiser by the end of each unit of

learning. Please encourage your child to review their knowledge

organiser regularly. Teachers will regularly quiz the children on their

knowledge. As well as learning the current knowledge organiser,

your child should also refer to ones from previous terms. This

regular retrieval of information enables key information to be

retained in your child’s long term memory. By holding more

knowledge in their long term memory, children are able to make

links to new learning and retain new knowledge.

Library Books

Over half term, Miss Goodman will be reorganising and refreshing

the Key Stage Two library with new books. This year, a larger

number of books than normal have been returned damaged (with

some books being ruined after only being borrowed a couple of

times). Please ensure your child brings their book to school in a

book bag/back pack. If you have any library books at home, please

ensure these are returned as we also have many overdue items on

our library system. We are unable to replace every book that

becomes damaged so we ask for your support in ensuring your

children care for the books they bring home. We understand that

sometimes accidents happen so the children should inform an adult

of this when returning their book to the library.

RE Day

RE day will take place on Thursday 27th January. The day 
will be focussed on a book titled ‘Hats of faith’. Each year 
group will each take a world religion to find out more 
about. Mrs Watt is looking forward to sharing the children’s 
repsonses to the day.


