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21st September 2020 

 

Dear Parents / Carers 

 

SCHOOL ATTENDANCE – IMPORTANT INFORMATION 

 

Fishponds Academy is working to encourage children back into education following several challenging months 

and we would like to thank parents and carers for the work you have done in ensuring your children have 

received education during this period and for getting your children back into School.   

 

Whilst the Government made it clear that no parent would be penalised or sanctioned for their child’s non-

attendance at school during lockdown, the circumstances have now changed and it is vital for all children to 

return to school to minimise the longer-term impact of the pandemic on their education, wellbeing and wider 

development.  We know that many children have missed being with their friends and the wider social aspects of 

school life and we are enjoying that the children are now returning to our school.  

 

This now means that from September 2020, the usual rules regarding school attendance apply, including:  

 

 Parents’ duty to send their child to school regularly where they are of compulsory school age; 

 Schools’ responsibilities to record attendance and follow up absence. 

 The availability of local authories to use legal santions, including penalty notices and prosecution in court. 

 

If you are worried about your child attending school, the first port of call is to discuss your concerns with us 

directly.  

 

In addition, this is not the time to take your child out of school for a family holiday or other term time leave.  It is 

unlikely that any leave will be authorised after so much enforced absence from school.  The more your child is in 

school, the more they will improve their learning and enjoy the other benefits of being back in school. 

 

 



Family emergencies need careful consideration.  It is not always appropriate or in the best interests of the child to 

miss school for emergencies which are being dealt with by adult family members. 

 

The School, nor the Local Authority, wants to take legal action, and every attempt to resolve concerns and 

improve a child’s attendance will be made before any formal action is considered. 

 

After so much disruption to your child’s education over recent months, the most important thing is that the we 

work together to get children back into education. 

 

We wish you and your child all the best for the coming academic year. 

 

King Regards 

 

Yours sincerely 

 

Mrs Debbie Coker  

Principal 

 


