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07/09/20 

Curriculum and Home Learning Information 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

Welcome back to the start of a new academic year. In my role as Assistant Principal, I focus on curriculum and 

assessment across the school. I am writing to you to outline what your children will be learning in the coming weeks 

as you will not receive the usual curriculum letters until week 4 of term due to changes to our timetable. 

 

Recovery Curriculum 

As a school, we have been working to develop a ‘Recovery Curriculum’ to support the children in returning to school. 

For next 3 weeks, we will be adopting a timetable that looks a bit different to a normal week in school. We have 

incorporated more Personal, Social and Health Education (PSHE) into our curriculum for the first 3 weeks of term. 

This will allow the children to explore Covid 19 Lockdown and the different experiences we have faced. The children 

will have time to learn the new school routines and feel comfortable with being back in school. 

In addition to extra PSHE, we will also be completing a whole school topic entitled ‘They Made a Difference’. Through 

this topic, we will explore people that have made a difference in recent months, local heroes and people in the past 

that made a difference. Each phase will have a different area of focus under this overarching theme. 

We will begin to teach maths and English. We will use the first 3 weeks as an opportunity to explore the existing 

knowledge of the children to allow teachers to identify gaps the children may have due to Lockdown. We have 

adapted sequences of learning to support all of the children regardless of their strengths or gaps in learning.  The 

children will focus on rebuilding their stamina for writing and developing their fine motor skills. 

The Diocese of Bristol Academies Trust (DBAT) have produced a video about the Trust’s approach to the recovery 

curriculum for parents and carers which can be viewed here https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DoabH1ddJCg.  

 

Week 1-4 Curriculum 

EYFS 

In EYFS, the children will be completing their transition into school. This will involve learning the routines of school. 

The children will engage with continuous provision activities to develop their play skills. They will cover the early 

years curriculum through this continuous provision. 

http://www.fishpondschurchacademy.bristol.sch.uk/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DoabH1ddJCg


 

Key Stage One 

Through topic, the children will be exploring people that have made a difference during the Covid 19 pandemic. They 
will explore how ordinary people have become heroes. They will also explore how they can make a difference and 
stand up for what is right by beginning to explore discrimination and equal rights. 
 
In PSHE, the children will be exploring what Coronavirus is, how to feel safe and happy, reconnecting friendships, 
managing worries and fears, exploring loss and bereavement and looking forward to the future. 
 
In English, the children will be using the text 'All are welcome' by Alexandra Penfold to celebrate similarities and 
differences, and the things that they enjoy doing. They will be focussing on developing writing skills and recapping 
how to think of a sentence, rehearse it orally and then write it. They will also look at 'The Last Stop on Market Street' 
by Matt De La Pena. They will use this to describe the characters and settings in the story and use phonics and 
keywords to help them to write sentences about it. 
 
In maths, the children will be focusing on place value of numbers. Year 1 will look a numbers to 10. Year 2 will look 
at numbers to 20 initially and progressing to 100 by the end of Week 4. 
 
Lower Key Stage Two 
 
Year 3 and 4 will begin their topic by looking at local covid heroes and how they have made a difference. The children 
will look at Malala and explore how she made a difference. The children will learn about Pakistan and its surrounding 
countries. They will look a the physical features of Pakistan and its history. They will explore how Malala has impacted 
on the world. They will explore gender equality and will look at what the suffragettes did to fight for equal rights for 
men and women. They will explore how the rights of women have changed in the UK over the past 100 years. Finally, 
the children will research and write about a key female figure who is important to them. 
 
Jigsaw lessons will give the children a chance to talk and reflect on recent experiences. They will think about 
strategies to keep them safe in school, including social distancing and hygiene, and then move on to thinking about 
reconnecting with friends at school. The children will also reflect on any worries and experiences they may have had. 
They will think about things that they are thankful for and looking forward to. 
 
In English, the children will use Malala’s Magic Pencil. They will use this text to explore the story and create 
predictions. They will recap sentence structure and grammar learning from their previous year of study. The children 
will explore the emotions and thoughts of the characters. They will pull their learning together to create a longer piece 
of writing. 
 
In maths, the children will be focusing on place value. Year 3 will be recapping place value to 100 before they are 
introduced to 3 digit numbers. They will compare and order these numbers. The children will begin learning their 
times tables and increasing their fluency with this. In Year 4, the children will explore 3 digit numbers, building on 
their knowledge from year 3. 
 

Upper Key Stage Two 

As part of our whole school topic, the children in Year 5 and 6 will be focusing on the civil rights movement. The 

children will be given the opportunity to understand the significance of the recent Black Lives Matter movement and 

why people have protested. They will be exploring the actions of significant people from around the world and in our 

locality of Bristol who have fought for equal rights.  

In PSHE, the children will be following the Jigsaw recovery curriculum which will support the children in feeling safe 

and comfortable in school. They will be sharing their own opinions, views and feelings in a safe environment where 

they will support and help one another. They will be learning how to reconnect with friends, manage feelings and 

explore loss and bereavement. The children will develop their growth mindsets. 

In English, the children will be using the text ‘The Promise’ by Nicola Davies. The children will use this text to 

consolidate writing sentence structures and grammar from the previous year.  

In maths, the children will be consolidating their understanding of place value. Year 5 will focus on consolidating their 

knowledge of 4 digit numbers before moving onto 5 and 6 digit numbers. In Year 6, the children will be consolidating 

their place value knowledge from year 5 before looking at numbers in the millions. 



 

Home Learning 

We are making some changes to our home learning provision this year in order to link home learning more to our 

curriculum vision. More information will be coming about these changes in Week 4 of term via email. 

Over the next few weeks we would like the children to focus on settling back into class learning before we reinstate 

home learning. The children should focus on reading the books that they are bringing home. The children also have 

access to some online home learning support. Key Stage One have access to Numbots and Times Table Rockstars. 

Key Stage Two children have access to Times Table Rockstars and Mathletics. Log in details can be found in your 

child’s communication book. In the coming weeks, we will also be launching an online reading resource call Bug 

Club. More information will follow about this.  

I will be hosting an online Zoom session for parents on Tuesday 6th October from 4-4.30 to share more information 

about the changes to home learning. Please contact the school office for the Zoom link. 

 

Topic Letters 

We will continue to send out topic information. At the end of Week 4, you will receive a topic web outlining what the 

children will be learning for the remainder of term 1 and term 2. Topic letters will then be sent out in last week of term 

outlining the next term’s learning. We will be sending these out via email this year. They will also be uploaded to the 

school website. Please ensure your email details are up to date with the school office in order to receive this 

information. 

Distance Learning 

Following the DFE guidance, as a school we will be providing distance learning for any children that have to self-

isolate/quarantine due to Covid 19. If your child is unable to attend school for this reason, please contact the school 

office. I will then be in contact to inform you of the specific distance learning your child can access. 

 

School Website 

The school website is regularly updated with information about our curriculum. Please visit 

https://www.fishpondschurchacademy.bristol.sch.uk/ and select links on the ‘Our Curriculum’ tab to find out more. 

 

Thank you for your continued support. 

 

Yours sincerely 

 

Miss Goodman 

https://www.fishpondschurchacademy.bristol.sch.uk/

